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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY TO COMPLETE “A BRUSH WITH 

KINDNESS” HOME REPAIR AND FIRE BRUSH CLEARING IN 

PARTNERSHIP WITH 30th BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 
Habitat for Humanity of Southern Santa Barbara County will provide exterior home maintenance for an 

82-year-old widowed homeowner who resides in the fire zone. 

 

 

SANTA BARBARA, CA  (December 5
th
, 2011) – Habitat for Humanity of Southern Santa Barbara 

County will complete a home repair on Saturday for an elderly-homeowner whose home is situated in the 

Santa Barbara County fire zone. A group of 40 volunteers celebrating the 30
th
 birthday of volunteer 

Nathan Walker will help complete the repairs at the home of Belva, an 82-year-old widowed homeowner 

who has lived in her home in the foothills of Santa Barbara for 59 years.  

 

The home repair work will consist of clearing brush for fire safety, removing a broken fence that 

surrounds the property, and landscaping the front and back of the house.  A widow who lives alone, Belva 

is unable to keep up with the exterior maintenance as she suffers from Parkinson’s and has limited energy.  

 

“My home is in a wildfire-risk area, so that is my first concern,” writes homeowner Belva, “removing 

flammable burst and woodpiles, trimming dry grass and weeds along the edges, and other outdoor tasks 

that show pride of ownership. In 50 years, our Lane has changed from semi-rural to semi-suburban, and 

our property is now the worst looking of all.” 

 

A Brush with Kindness is a program of Habitat for Humanity of Southern Santa Barbara County that 

helps low-income homeowners struggling to restore and maintain a safe and decent place to live.  The 

program was created with the goal to help homeowners reclaim the pride and dignity of homeownership 

by offering affordable means of exterior home improvements and maintain the value of the home. 
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Belva’s home narrowly missed burning down in the Painted Cave Fire of 1990, which destroyed many of 

the surrounding houses in her neighborhood. Due to the house’s proximity to the fire zone, Habitat for 

Humanity consulted with the county fire department to learn what brush and vegetation on the property 

should be cleared to protect both the home and Belva. Fire resistant plants will be replanted thanks to a 

generous donation provided by Seven Day Nursery, a local nursery in Santa Barbara.  

 

“Habitat was approached by Nathan earlier this fall as he was looking to celebrate this birthday by 

volunteering and giving back to the community. We’re thrilled that Nathan has assembled a group of 

friends and family willing to spend their day helping a needy homeowner in completing this necessary 

work,” said Jon Peterson, Director of Operations for Habitat for Humanity of Southern Santa Barbara 

County.  

 

 A Brush with Kindness complements Habitat for Humanity’s construction programs that bring decent and 

affordable homes to low-income families. All partner families must meet Habitat’s income requirements, 

as well as show a need for crucial exterior repairs and a willingness to partner with Habitat for Humanity.  

 

For more information on how you can volunteer on an upcoming A Brush with Kindness project or in the 

Restore, please visit www.sbhabitat.org or call 805-692-2226. 

 

 

About Habitat for Humanity of Southern Santa Barbara County: 

Habitat for Humanity of SSBC is an independent, locally run affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 

International, a nonprofit, nondenominational Christian housing organization dedicated to the elimination 

of poverty housing. Habitat for Humanity International has built more than 500,000 homes in over 3,000 

communities around the world. Volunteers provide most of the labor, with individuals, churches and 

corporate donors providing the money and materials to build Habitat houses.  Habitat for Humanity of 

SSBC has participated in cooperative efforts with other non-profit organizations including SEE 

International, Women’s Economic Ventures, Laguna Senior Cottages, Boys and Girls Club and the Santa 

Barbara Rescue Mission, in addition to two major rehabilitation projects since their beginning in 2000.  

Habitat for Humanity of SSBC has completed seven homes in Santa Barbara, and is planning for an 

additional twelve homes on Canon Perdido Street.  To learn more about our work, please visit 

www.sbhabitat.org or call (805) 692-2226. 
 

### 

 

Contact Habitat 

 Alexandra Ramstrum, 805-692-2226 or alexandra@sbhabitat.org 

 A Brush with Kindness is a program of Habitat for Humanity that provides exterior repairs for 

qualified low-income homeowners.    
 Mailing address: PO Box 176, Goleta, CA 93116 
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